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MEDIA RELEASE
November 11, 1986
MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR THE HUM ANITIES AWARDS 
FEDERAL GRANT FUNDS TO STATE GROUPS
M ISSOULA —
The Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), the state- 
based affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, has 
awarded $23,520 in federal grant funds to state groups for public 
programs in the humanities.
The Theology Department of Carroll College was awarded $450 
to use in planning for a conference titled "Religion in the 21st 
Century." The conference planners hope to bring in 
internationally recognized scholars and religious leaders. The 
conference will include discussion of Catholic and Protestant 
Christianity, Judaism, Native American religions, and the 
Hutterite faith. Speakers will analyze current trends in their 
respective faiths, and share their respective visions for the 
future.
The History and Political Science Departments at the 
University of Montana were awarded $480 to supplement a grant 
from the History Teaching Alliance to offer a two-credit seminar 
for fifteen high school teachers on the U.S. Constitution. The 
MCH award will support additional participants and teaching 
materials for this seminar.
Western Folklife Center of Salt Lake City was awarded a
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grant of $12,000 to create a film titled "Cowboy Poets." This 
thirty minute documentary film examines the tradition of cowboy 
poetry from a personal, historical, and literary perspective.
The program profiles three contemporary cowboys who write and 
recite poetry. Archival photographs and recitations of some of 
the classic cowboy poems will chronicle the development of this 
folk tradition, from the 1880's to the present. The film's 
format will allow these people to tell their own stories.
The Community Action Team Cluster of Rocky Boy Reservation 
has been awarded $590 in support of keynote speaker for a 
symposium titled "Young People, Our Future." Mr. Andy Chelsea 
from the Alkalai Lake Bank in British Comumbia will speak on 
traditional values and cultural integration in the rehabilitative 
process. The symposium will emphasize an awareness and 
revitalization of traditional values and culture.
Along with these awards a grant of $10,000 has been offered 
to the American Civil Liberties Union of Montana to conduct 
Jefferson Forums at six Montana communities during 1987--the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution. Jefferson Meetings are 
citizens' forums designed to stimulate interest in the relevancy 
of the Constitution of the United States for today's world.
Other awards made during the fall include speakers and 
dramatic productions which will be held in Glendive, Dillon, 
Bigfork, Missoula and Big Sandy.
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For persons interested in grant applications and criteria 
information contact the MCH office at 243-6022 or P.O. Box 8036, 
Missoula, Mont. 59807.
The next meeting of the MCH will be held in Missoula on 
Saturday, November 8.
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